
Northwest Florida Daily News - 03/05/2021 Page : A09

March 20, 2021 6:45 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

nwfdailynews.com | FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021 | 9A

OPINION
NORTHWEST FLORIDA

Tim Thompson | Publisher

Lisa Nellessen Savage | Executive Editor

Marvin Debolt | Publisher Emeritus

Write to us
Letters should not exceed 350 words and must be
submitted with the writer’s name, address and
phone number. They must be submitted via email,
no more than 500 words, and carry the writer’s
name, address and phone number. Columns should
offer a fresh view of an issue or event.

Write: Letters to the Editor Northwest Florida Daily
News P.O. Box 2949, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549
Email: letters@nwfdailynews.com

ANOTHER VIEW

WASHINGTON – Donald Trump’s loyal base re-
mains intensely loyal. A straw poll of participants in
the 2021 Conservative Political Action Conference
(CPAC) found 97% approve of the job Trump did as
president, including 87% who approve strongly,
while 95% said the Republican Party must continue
to pursue Trump’s issues and agenda. “He’s literally
the most popular figure we have ever had in the con-
servative movement,” said pollster Jim McLaughlin,
who conducted the survey.

So it was stunning that when Trump’s most fer-
vent supporters were asked whom they would sup-
port in 2024 if Trump were running, only 55% said
they would vote for the former president. That’s a
majority, but just barely. Fully 45% of CPAC partici-
pants – who approve of Trump and believe in his
agenda – want someone else to carry the banner of
Trumpism into the next election.

That is not a repudiation of the former president.
It’s a grudging recognition by many of his most ar-
dent loyalists that, despite their adoration of him,
there might be better candidates to advance his
ideas, which remain popular with the American peo-
ple even if Trump does not.

The 2020 election was a repudiation not of Trum-
pism, but of Trump. Pre-election polls showed that a
49% plurality of Americans agreed with Trump over
then-candidate Joe Biden on the issues. Trump
didn’t lose because voters wanted higher taxes, more
regulation or open borders. He lost because he drove
away millions of voters who approved of his policies,
but did not approve of him. They liked his economic
stewardship, but didn’t like the chaos of the past four
years – especially during a pandemic.

Politico reports that numerous pollsters brought
to brief then-Vice President Mike Pence on the elec-
tion results “made clear that while there was sub-
stantial support for Trump’s policies, there was
widespread exhaustion with the president.” That
was confirmed by a detailed autopsy report from
Trump’s own pollster Tony Fabrizio, which found
that the president lost “largely due to a massive
swing” among independents and erosion among key
groups that had supported him four years earlier.

In the five key swing states that flipped from

Trump to Biden – Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania and Wisconsin – Trump suffered a net shift of
19 points among independents compared with 2016.
He also suffered net shifts of 12 points among White
men, 14 points among college-educated Whites, 6
points among working-class Whites and 8 points
among seniors – a group that propelled him into the
White House four years earlier. Biden also held a dou-
ble-digit advantage over Trump in flipped states on
the question of who was more “honest and trustwor-
thy,” with the former president underwater on the
question by a massive 18 points.

Trump’s behavior and rhetoric before the election
drove away persuadable voters, and his behavior and
rhetoric after the election only served to confirm their
choice. To retake the White House in 2024, Republi-
cans need to win those voters back. And a significant
portion of Trump’s most loyal supporters at CPAC
seems to think that another standard-bearer would be
best positioned to do that four years from now.

This is true outside the CPAC ballroom as well. A
February CNBC poll found that 74% of Republicans
want Trump to stay active in some way, but just 48%
want him to remain head of the Republican Party –
while 1 in 4 want him “to remove himself from politics
entirely.”

So who might pick up Trump’s mantle? The two
breakout stars of CPAC were pro-Trump governors
Ron DeSantis of Florida and Kristi Noem of South Da-
kota, both of whom have won plaudits on the right for
keeping their states open. In an open field, there will be
no shortage of contenders. The only thing that seems
certain at this point is that it is highly unlikely an anti-
Trump Republican will win the GOP nomination.

But, of course, none of the pro-Trump alternatives
will get in the race if Trump runs – which he hinted he
might do in his CPAC speech. “With your help, we will
take back the House, we will win the Senate, and then,
a Republican president will make a triumphant return
to the White House,” Trump told the adoring crowd.
“And I wonder who that will be. I wonder who that will
be. Who, who, who will that be? I wonder.” The nomi-
nation is Trump’s for the taking. The only question is
whether he chooses to be king or kingmaker. Trump
might or might not leave the presidential stage, but
Trumpism is here to stay.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen on Twitter, 
@marcthiessen.

A lot of Trump supporters want someone
else to carry Trumpism’s banner into 2024
Marc A. Thiessen
Columnist

The opening day of Florida’s annual legislative
session is meant to offer a road map for the next nine
weeks. This year, those major priorities — including
dealing with the impact of the coronavirus, getting
Florida’s economy back on track, evaluating how far
behind K-12 students are and fixing a critically broken
unemployment system — seem obvious.

And with Florida’s House, Senate and governor’s
office all dominated by Republicans, you’d expect the
opening-day speeches to be a hymn to harmony.
They were anything but.

Senate President Wilton Simpson started off
Tuesday’s ceremonies — which played to largely
empty galleries due to coronavirus concerns — with a
fairly routine speech that touched on many of the big
issues including the uncertainty still dogging Flori-
da’s budget-building process.

He added a rallying cry to change the way new em-
ployees enroll in Florida’s pension system, which is
currently projected to have an “unfunded liability” of
about $36 billion. That’s a number that’s hard to ar-
gue with, it’s good that the conversation has at least
started.

By comparison, House Speaker Chris Sprowls
went full-on culture warrior. He offered little of sub-
stance, speaking of a “new conservative agenda” that
sounded a great deal like the old conservative agen-
da, and warning lawmakers to be careful who they
believe: “A lot has been written and said about this
session that starts today. And much more will be
written and said in the days and weeks to come. Most
of it is nonsense. Nearly all of it is wrong.”

Alrighty then.
Some of the same themes took more concrete form

when it was Gov. Ron DeSantis’ turn to speak. De-
Santis is still pushing a narrative that Florida needs a
slew of legislation aimed at stopping riot violence
that it saw very little of, fixing voting problems that
never took place and doing battle against big tech
firms like Facebook that he accused of stifling con-
servative speech. These would be pointless initia-
tives in any year, but in 2021, the Legislature certain-
ly doesn’t have time to waste on such nonsense.

DeSantis also spent a large segment of his speech,
including a video clip, dwelling on his long-standing
assertion that his coronavirus policies weren’t get-
ting the credit they deserved. He pointed to the fact
that Florida, which abandoned many of its lockdown
protocols months before other states, ranks solidly in
the middle of national rankings when it comes to in-
fections and deaths from COVID-19. And he vowed
that Florida would never again take the same kind of
drastic action it took in the first few months of the
coronavirus, calling Florida a “a beacon of light to
those who yearn for freedom.”

Florida should be doing better. But DeSantis has a
point: If all the criticisms thrown at him over the past
several months were valid, the state should have
been hit much harder.

As first days go, this one was underwhelming —
and not just because of the lack of pomp and circum-
stance that can be so entertaining. But there are 57
days left. That’s plenty of time to dial down the politi-
cal posturing and put the needs of Floridians first.

We hope that’s what lawmakers decide to do.
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Lawmakers
have 57 
days to meet
Florida’s needs

Gov. Ron
DeSantis arrives
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Representatives
chamber to give
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the first day of
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Session
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DeSantis fiddles while elderly await turn

The COVID-19 vaccine waiting list grows longer as
Gov. Ron DeSantis continues to mishandle the dis-
tribution efforts in Northwest Florida.

Our wellbeing is connected. Our health is linked to
one another. When any one of us is barred from being
able to gain access to the COVID vaccine, all of us are
at risk.

Yet Gov. DeSantis continues to allow COVID-19 to
destroy our economy and our way of life, by initially
mishandling the pandemic response and now botch-
ing the vaccine rollout.

He told us that healthcare workers and people over
the age of 65 would have access to the vaccine, yet
our elderly report horror stories of month-long wait-
ing lists, and appointments that are booked within
minutes of the clinic opening. Our disabled veterans
with co-morbidities still lack access to the vaccine
simply because they are under the age of 65. 

Why? Because a handful of our elected leaders are
picking and choosing who gets access to the vaccine
based on money, influence, and backroom deals. For
example, after donating $100,000 to DeSantis’ politi-

cal committee, Publix was given a contract to distrib-
ute the vaccine.

Similarly, after reaching out to the developer of a
well-to-do community in Manatee County, DeSantis
worked with a county commissioner to set up vaccine
sites in two of the county’s wealthiest zip codes.

By allowing the corporations and lobbyists who
fund his campaign to privatize vaccine distribution,
DeSantis has left our elderly, disabled veterans, and
Floridians under 65 unable to seek the care we need to
turn our lives and our economy around. He knows that
if he gets us to fight amongst ourselves over who
should get the vaccine first, then we’ll ignore the many
missteps his administration has made over the last
several months. 

But we know better. We’ve seen this type of self-
serving political tactic before. By pulling together, we
can make sure that everyone gets access to the COVID
vaccine if they want it.

We can choose leaders who will ensure that we get
the care our families need to see us through this pan-
demic and build a stronger, healthier, and productive
future. Our lives and our economy depend on it.

Patty Overly, Gulf Breeze
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